
Program Breakdown

Please Note: Most all programs can be amended to be shorter/longer or developed with a 
different angle or piece of literature.

Speak the Speech: (1hr-1.25hrs) suggested age group 6th-8th grade
An umbrella look at Shakespeare and the format of his text. This interactive program immerses 
students in their relationship with Shakespeare facts and syntax. We breakdown and explore 
blank verse, rhymed verse, prose, and the magic of line endings. Students coming out of the 
program have the opportunity to find approaching text more accessible and discover these tools 
in a fun collaborative environment.

Nonsense Words: (1hr) 1.5 hours with expansion 8th grade - 12th grade
Shakespeare was a man of many words. In fact he made up about 1700 that are used in our 
common dictionary to date. In this workshop students use their deepest imagination to define 
some of Shakespeare’s most obscure references, build new words of their own and assign 
meaning to them. Students in this workshop use imagination and collaboration to breakdown 
barriers of what is definitive and experience a world where they hold the magic wand of word 
painting and storytelling. Expansion: students take time to use their created words in a 
story or poem

Set the Scene: (The Tempest 1.25-1.5 hr) 9th grade-12th grade
Students will put the first scene of a shakespeare play on it’s feet. Providing movement for the 
events in the scene, adding folio to project mood and working towards committing to delivery of 
text.  This provides a wonderful introduction to a new Shakespeare play or a first hand 
experience at how the text is translated to the stage. Students breathe life into the words and 
pictures Shakespeare has created to absorb first hand how this makes text more accessible. 

Dear Diary: (Any text with rich characters) (1 hr) all ages
Students will write a diary entry from the point of view of one of our characters by choosing a 
point or event in the play not given stage time. Essentially students will be writing their own 
modern tongue soliloquy. This encourages students to build empathy and relate to characters in 
a poignant way, giving them a new way in to the text and perhaps a new outlet to emote in 
journaling.

The Power of Suggestion (Othello-Writers Workshop): (1.25hr-1.75hr) 10th-12th graders 
Students will puzzle together the steps of Iago’s deadly web and discover the instruments 
leading to his victories and ultimate failure. They will utilize these similar tools to implement their 
own item of symbolic meaning or venomous piece of undisclosed information and change the 
course of  events in the play. Do they save our damsel, perhaps make her the heroine of our 
story or bring someone to the limelight who was left in the dust early on? The choice is theirs. In 
this program students put their playwriting cap on to explore elements of cause and effect, 
symbolism and plot writing.

Nature Poem Workshop: (1hr) 6th - 8th graders 
 Students will be taught or reminded what makes up a Haiku and absorb some new elements 
about expressing an experience without projecting opinions on their audience. This program 
encourages our young generation to take a moment, put the devices away, slow down, observe 



that which is right past their noses and breath in all living, moving things around them and craft 
their experience into an authentic Haiku.

Theater/Improv Games Workshop: (1hr-1.5hr) Any Age
This program, catered to any age group, employs various theater games and improv activities to  
get students in their bodies, following impulses, working as a team, finding focus and building 
confidence. An hour or so of exploring what it means to be an actor, engaging your mind and 
body for optimum listening and responding is an invaluable tool for a person of any age and 
especially useful for a young person making their way through the world. This program is highly 
recommended as students get to immerse themselves in a  very active educational experience. 

Let’s Make A Play: Lion and the Beetle: ( at least 2hrs) group of 15-30 4th-7th grade
Students will piece together their own production after reading a short story together. By 
dissecting the characters, sounds and dialogue in small groups, teams will come together to 
build and perform in their own play. Students in this workshop immerse themselves in the art 
and magic of storytelling and the beauty of crafting a world of their own where they get to bring 
a story to life with an audience. NOTE: Craft supplies and resources to make masks and sound 
effects are required for this workshop. Nothing fancy  is necessary as we’re always resourceful. 
It is beneficial for one group of students to do the program then perhaps present it to a younger 
set of students. More time may be required for the polishing and ushering of students to the 
play.

Cooking Workshops and Healthy Eating: (Groups of 1 class or smaller are best)
Among my array of experiences. I’ve somewhere along the line also acquired skills and practice 
at planning and teaching children’s cooking classes and love using them as an accompaniment 
to my realm of hands on learning workshops

   


